APPOINTMENT OF OUR NEW ASSISTANT PRIEST
Fr Joseph Nguyen who was ordai
officially appointed to our Parish as of 15th December 2021. We welcome him and look
forward sharing our faith and life with him.

Joseph is 2nd on the
left.
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WILL YOU JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF THE MESSIAH IN BETHLEHEM]
You are invited to join us for the cel ebr
are as follows.

CHRISTMAS EVE

5pm Family Mass- Stella Maris

CHRISTMAS DAY

8am Mass- Queen of Peace

6pm Family Mass- Queen of Peace 9am Mass- Stella Maris

7pm Family Mass- St. Martin de Porres 10am Mass- St. Martin de Porres

8pm Mass (vaccination status unknown)-
Queen of Peace (limit of 50 people)

11lam Mass Queen of Peace

11.30pm Christmas Carol Choir Queen of Peace RECONCILIATION

21st December 7pm - Queen of Peace

Midnight Mass - Queen of Peace

There is no need to book for Mass (unless you are attending the 8pm mass). Like all other
venues, you will be required to use the QR Code and show that you are fully vaccinated.

| look forward to welcoming you and your family as we once again celebrate the birth of
the Messiah in Bethlehem.

Fr. John
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Many will
rejoice because

of his birth.

Luke 1:14

For God so Light to guide
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John 3:16 Luke 1:79

Parish Team:
Fr. John Healy - Parish Priest
Joseph Nguyen - Assistant Priest

Mission Coordinator
Grace Gingco - Parish Bursar

Coordinator
Robert Saliba - Admin. Assistant

Franca Zannoni - Safeguarding Officer &

Rosa Morabito - Baptism & Nursing Home

Office Hours & Address:
Monday: Closed

For all enquiries including Baptisnﬁ
please contact the Parish Office.

Tues, Wed, & Thurs: 9am - 4pm 9369 6877
Friday: 9am - 3pm
62A Everingham Rd. Laverton@cam.org.au

Altona Meadows 3028 Or visit our website...

PO Box 68, Laverton 3028

Qaine Koch - Volunteer & Parish Co-ordinator

www.Iavertonparish.org.au/




Dear friends
The season of Advent marks the beginning of our new Liturgical year.
As we know, we often make New Year resolutions in the hope of how we might live a bit
differently in the coming year.
For us here at Holy Trinity Catholic Parish, our New Year resolution and focus is to be a
Parish that has a focus on Mission.
How often do we pause, rest, stop, be still, meditate and take time to listen and discover
the story of Jesus? Where is our time of silence, prayer and reflection?
Recently, a TV series on SBS 6Scotl andds
the spirituality of the people who lived there. For the people, it was stripping away busy-
ness and getting back to the life of simplicity, becoming centred and reawakened. One resi-
dent descMi dedonti ssadjourney with purpo
Therefore, it is this understanding of mission that we would like to adopt at Holy Trinity
Catholic Parish.
REJOICE EXULT SHOUT FOR JOY
These words describe the meaning of the Third Sunday of Advent. It is on this weekend
that | call on all of us to rejoice in being Catholic, in being Christian, in being a follower of
Christ and to accept being John the Baptist as we enter a new chapter of Parish Life being p
Mission Driven Parish.
This call to be a Parish that focuses on Mission comes from Pope Francis and Archbishop
Peter Comensoli.
I n his book O6The Joy of the&tGes wGwlo,dd NRar
out by our actions, more than by our words. Our inner joy manifests in our freedom to
witness our joy and in our service to others. We tell people about it best when we look
/T ke we believe /i t, and we [ ook | ke we p
Becoming John the Baptist
Accepting the Call to Prepare they Way for Jesus
Pope Francis tells us Our role in preparing the way for Jesus is to announce, to witness to
show how full of joy and how free we are by the personal relationship we have with Je-
sus. When we know we are forgiven and say
free from our own self centeredness, but we become courageous in
loving as we have been loved. We become compassionate and we
have the heart of Jesus for others.
When we are on fire with Jesus we become more charitable, kind

Becoming John the Baptist, We Point to Jesus

Like John, we do not call attention to ourselves, we point the way to Jesus. When we point
the way to Jesus, who is mercy, we becomeambassadorsof his mercy. One of the most ef-
fective ways we can do this is to let ourselves not only be filled with the Good News but
also let ourselvesfall in love with Jesus - fall in love with his story , his example, his way of
being, his trust in the Father, his parables and his healing presence.
Everything about Jesus becomes more and more attractive to us. We come to him and learp
go(rnrhrren dOur ver31 berng proolarmséhe q(reatnessbof our God

The ost of this Dlscrpleshrp
Sometimes, even being kind and compassionate will cost us. Speaking about mercy and adt-
X |ng_W|th forgiveness, building bridges rather than walls, will too often place us at odds with
lothers.
During Advent, we can ask for the grace to become a John the
Baptist, in whatever way the Lord wants to use us to open a
door for him today. The opportunities will come. We can
simply ask to be opened to see them- to recognize them - and
to be given the courage and the trust to be an instrument of
grace for others.

d he way isl ands
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How Do We As Holy Trinity Parish Become Like John the Baptist?
A Paaﬁc.h |\/|ISSIOn Team has been estﬁbllshed and guided by our Mission Gardinator -
Francarfglsnhonr The }/agus gf?he Mission Team is to listen deeply to the Word of God
through the power of the Holy Spirit, to be moved by prayer, meditation, contemplation
and to flng a rhythm %I our da|Iy I|ves to take a}:tlon One of the key aspects of Mission is
to embrace and enjoy belng WELCOMED How do We Welcome people into our parish?
How do we welcome our parishioners back after our lockdowns? How do we welcome
new parishioners?
As mentioned at the beginning of this letter, Mission is a journey with a purpose and our
mrssron now and as we move into 2022 |s to be a community that welcomes. More infor-
mation and |deas on howr\?vg mlgh%/do thls will COGmSe Lasswe Journeey throrugh 2022 °ny
To give you an idea of what this may mean in practical terms:
Before the COVID lockdowns, we used to have a cuppa after mass every now and then and
only a few people stayed. The observation was made: how can we expect people to stay
for a cuppa after mass if we have failed to welcome them as they come into our Mass Cen-
tres? Perhaps we need to spend more time in welcoming and acknowledging.
Let us ask John the Baptism to inspire us to be a community for whom Mission is a journey

with purpose.
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the Holy Spirit, we have the courage to stand up, speak the truth
about the need for justice, and prepare a highway for Jesus to let
Godds Kingdom -a®ineanheaven.e ar t h




